[Non small cell lung cancer and thoracic surgery: the role of the primary care physician].
Lung cancer is a frequent cause of death in Western countries. The prognosis is dismal because the vast majority of cases presents to the physician at a stage that is not operable. Surgical resection of non small cell lung carcinoma when feasible offers the best chance for survival in carefully chosen patients. A preoperative physiologic assessment can help to identify those patients who are at increased risk for cancer resection. Using the algorithm proposed in this article, the primary care physician should be able to better select patients addressed for lung cancer surgery.